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DOCKING  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Local  Health  Office, 

Friends  Hall, 

Wells, 

Norfolk. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1948. 

Introduction. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  herewith  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1948.  I am  sorry  that  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  position  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health's  Clerk 
is  not  yet  settled,  the  Report  has  had  to  be  held  up,  although  this 
year  I am  producing  the  Registrar-General's  corrected  statistics  in 
my  Report. 

As  in  my  last  year's  Report  I have  divided  this  Report  into 
five  parts  to  enable  members  to  refer  readily  to  any  points  of 
interest. 

wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  support  given  by 
the  Public  Health  Committee  in  carrying  out  my  duties  during  the 
year.  Also  I wish  to  thank  the  Clerk  for  his  support,  and  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Water  Superintendent  for  their 
continued  support  and  loyalty. 

In  conclusion,  may  I say  this  has  been  a year  of  many  admin- 
istrative changes.  I am  also  pleased  to  report  that  the  health  of 
the  community  in  the  Docking  R.D.C.  continues  to  be  generally 
satisfactory. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  JOHNSTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Docking  Rural  District  Council. 
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PART  I. 

(General  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health). 

1.  STAFF. 

On  the  5th  July,  1948,  Mr.  D.  Hunn,  clerk  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  resigned  and  transferred  to  the  employ  of  the  ^ 
County  Council,  and  my  office,  was  moved  to  the  Local  Health 
Office,  Friends  Hall,  Wells.  Mr.  Hunn  continued  to  do  this  work 
as  a member  of  the  County  Council  Staff  until  the  Local  Health 
Office  Staff  was  brought  up  to  establishment.  Negotiations  are 
still  continuing  regarding  the  future  of  the  appointment  of  the 
M.O.H.’s  clerk. 

2.  INFECTIOUS  AND  CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES. 

(i)  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

{a)  Poliomyelitis.  One  very  acute  case  occurred  in  the 
Burnham  Area  with  fatal  results.  All  necessary 
action  was  taken,  i.e.,  isolation  of  contacts,  etc.,  and 
no  further  cases  were  reported. 

(ii)  Tuberculosis. 

There  were  18  new  cases  notified  during  the  year  compared 
with  22  in  1947,  a decrease  of  4 cases.  The  number  of  cases  re- 
maining on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  70  Pulmonary 
Cases  and  56  Non-Pulmonary  Cases  as  compared  with  64 
Pulmonary  Cases  and  56  Non-Pulmonary  Cases  in  1947. 

3.  CANCER. 

The  incidence  of  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year  was  25 
as  compared  with  29  in  1947. 

4.  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  SCHEME. 

On  5th  July,  1948,  when  the  National  Health  Scheme  came 
into  force,  this  was  transferred  from  the  District  Council  to  the 
County  Council.  At  the  time  of  handing  over  this  scheme  the 
Council  had  reached  the  following  standards:  — 

Seventy-nine  per  cent.  School  Children  and  57%  Pre-School 
Children  are  protected  as  compared  with  90%  School  Children  and 
66%'  Pre-School  Children  in  1947.  Thirty-seven  School  Children 
and  145  Pre-School  Children  were  initially  immunised  during  the 
first  half  of  the  year  and  169  School  Children  re-immunised. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  General  Practitioners,  District 
Nurses  and  School  Teachers  for  the  great  help  they  have  given  the 
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District  Council  whilst  carrying  out  these  duties.  I feel  that  this 
Council  has  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  standard  of 
Immunisation,  especially  in  a rural  community  of  this  sort.  I am 
satisfied  they  have  handed  over  to  the  County  Council  an  ex- 
tremely efficient  scheme,  which  has  maintained  a high  standard  of 
immunisation  for  several  years.  I only  hope  this  level  will  be 
maintained  when  it  becomes  part  of  a larger  scheme  in  the  County. 

5.  HOUSING. 

The  scheme  of  reporting  on  the  health  and  living  conditions 
continued  during  the  year,  and  one  member  of  this  Department 
has  always  been  present  to  advise  the  Tenants’  Selection  Sub-Com- 
mittee on  these  reports. 

During  the  year  105  cases  have  been  reported  by  this  Depart- 
ment to  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  Tenants’  Selection  Com- 
mittee as  being  overcrowded,  living  in  insanitary  houses  or  having 
medical  grounds  for  re-housing.  Sixty-nine  of  these  cases  have 
been  re-housed,  i.e.,  66%'  of  the  cases  reported.  The  Tenants’ 
Selection  Committee  have  housed  loi  tenants  in  all. 

During  the  year  53  Informal  Repair  Notices  were  served  and 
four  Statutory  Notices. 

6.  WATER. 

Main  Supply.  The  present  supply  has  been  very  satisfactory, 
and  I am  pleased  to  record  that  the  Contractors  commenced  work 
on  Stage  I.  of  the  District  Water  Scheme  on  the  ist  September, 
1948. 

Wells.  The  number  of  unsatisfactory  wells  is  still  very  high. 

7.  SEWERAGE. 

During  the  year  a Ministry  Inquiry  was  held  to  cover  all  the 
Sewerage  Schemes  in  the  Docking  area  and  in  particular  those  in 
the  early  stages,  e.g.,  Heacham,  Docking,  Dersingham,  Snettis- 
ham  and  Burnham  Market.  At  the  same  time,  I inspected  the 
other  19  schemes  at  the  request  of  the  Ministry’s  Inspector  and  a 
summary  of  my  Report  on  these  is  appended  (Appendix  A). 

The  need  for  sewerage  in  the  larger  parishes  is  getting  more 
acute  as  time  passes,  and  the  supply  of  mains  water,  to  the  parishes 
at  present  without  it,  will  aggravate  the  position  considerably. 

8.  FACTORIES  ACT. 

During  the  year  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been  com- 
piling a register  of  premises  coming  under  the  Factories  and  Shops 
Acts,  and  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  it  is  hoped  in  view  of  this 
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that  it  will  be  possible  to  carry  out  work  under  these  Acts  in  future. 

During  the  year  14  inspections  were  made  at  Factories  and 
Workshops  and  no  defects  were  found. 

There  are  no  cases  under  Part  8 of  the  Factories  Act  (Out- 
workers) . 

9.  SHELLFISH. 

During  the  year  a considerable  amount  of  work  has  been 
done  by  this  Department  in  investigating  the  Shell  Fish  problem. 

The  position  is  still  unsatisfactory,  and  on  17th  November,  I 
advised  the  Public  Health  Committee  that  I was  not  at  all  satisfied 
with  the  ethciacy  of  the  proposed  Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  Joint 
Committee  Scheme,  in  respect  of  the  local  industry,  and  I advised 
them  to  set  up  a Joint  Committee  to  investigate  the  Mussel  prob- 
lem along  the  Norfolk  Coastal  Area.  This  was  established  and 
representatives  were  invited  from  the  following : Walsingham 
R.D.C.,  Wells  U.D.C.,  Hunstanton  U.D.C.,  Norfolk  County 
Council,  and  the  Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  Joint  Committee.  All  these 
authorities  nominated  representatives  except  the  Norfolk  County 
Council  who  asked  me  to  keep  them  informed. 

This  Committee  is  to  meet  for  the  first  time  on  January  3rd, 
1949,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  possible  to  find  a solution  to 
this  problem.  I would  like  to  state  here  how  very  helpful  Mr. 
R.  Taylor,  Clerk  and  Chief  Fisheries  Otficer  of  the  Eastern  Sea 
Fisheries  Joint  Committee,  has  been  in  all  these  investigations 
despite  the  fact  that  we  often  disagreed  on  points  of  policy. 

10.  NATIONAL  HEALTH  ACT. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  came  into  force  in 
July,  1948.  It  has  affected  the  District  Council  on  several 
points : — 

(a)  The  cancellation  of  Section  177  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
under  which  the  Council  supplied  Drugs  and  Dressings,  etc.,  to 
necessitious  cases,  has  also  removed  the  authority  under  which  the 
District  Council  purchased  Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin.  This  last  point 
is  most  important  as  although  the  Council  is  still  responsible  for 
the  control  of  Infectious  Diseases,  it  is  now  unable  to  purchase 
drugs  to  support  that  control,  especially  with  regard  to  Diphtheria. 

(h)  The  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Scheme  as  a whole,  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Local  Health  Authorities,  as  mentioned  in 
my  previous  remarks. 

(c)  This  Act  has  also  brought  about  the  decentralisation  of 
the  day-to-day  administration  of  the  County  Council  Health 
Services  and  in  order  to  facilitate  administration,  my  office  has 
moved  to  the  Local  Health  Office,  Friends  Hall,  Wells.  This 
system  should  be  most  effective  for  both  Authorities. 
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11.  ICE  CREAM. 

Whilst  I was  at  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  Health  Congress 
several  factors  arose  regarding  the  control  of  Ice  Cream,  and  since 
that  time  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been  having  a drive 
on  the  improvement  of  premises  of  manufacturers  and  vendors  of 
ice  cream,  especially  mobile  vehicles.  It  is  too  early  to  say  what 
results  will  be  gained  from  this  work. 

12.  ACCIDENTS  IN  THE  HOME. 

Following  my  attendance  at  a course  held  by  the  Royal 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents  in  London,  in  October,  I 
recommended  to  the  Committee  that  a Local  Voluntary  Home 
Safety  Committee  should  be  set  up.  This  is  now  in  the  process 
of  being  carried  out. 

13.  DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 

During  the  year  the  Council  purchased  a portable  Bacterol 
Disinfector  on  the  joint  user  basis  with  Walsingtiam  R.D.C.  and 
^ Wells  U.D.C.  I think  this  should  provide  us  with  sufficient 
cleansing  facilities  to  cope  with  any  epidemic  that-  may  arise  in 
the  area. 

14.  CONCLUSION. 

This  has  been  a busy  year  for  this  Department  and  it  is  un- 
fortunate that  there  are  not  more  tangible  results  to  'report.  There 
has  been  an  immense  amount  of  work  carried  out  on  the  Regional 
Schemes.  Machinery  has  been  put  under  way  to  deal  with  the 
Shellfish  problem.  The  problem  of  Prevention  of  Accidents  in  the 
Home  has  been  investigated.  It  is  hoped  that  more  concrete 
results  will  be  forthcoming  during  1949. 
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PART  II. 

(General  Medical  Information). 

1.  GENERAL  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

(a)  Norfolk  Executive  Council,  54,  Prince  of  Wales  Road, 
Norwich.  Clerk: — R.  J.  Cobb,  Esq. 

{b)  General  Practitioners. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  General  Prac- 
titioners in  the  area  and  all  have  accepted  service  under 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

(i)  Dr.  J.  N.  Davidson,  The  Lodge,  Docking. 

(ii)  Dr.  P.  G.  E.  Jolley,  The  Hollies,  Snettisham. 

(hi)  Dr.  P.  S.  Luffman,  Burnham  House,  Burnham 
Market. 

(iv)  Dr.  P.  S.  Marshall,  The  Poplars,  Heacham. 

(v)  Dr.  R.  N.  C.  McCurdy,  East  Rudham. 

(vi)  Dr.  R.  G.  Woodsend,  Burnham  Deepdale. 

2.  EAST  ANGLIAN  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD. 

Senior  Administrative  Medical  Officer:  — 

Dr.  J.  B.  Ewen,  xM.D.,  D.P.H., 

Croft-Holme,  117,  Chesterton  Road, 
Cambridge. 

Since  the  5th  July,  1948,  Hospitals  have  become  the 
responsibility  .of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  each 
Hospital  being  under  the  control  of  a Hospital  Manage- 
ment Committee. 

{a)  General. 

(i)  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(ii)  West  Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn  Hospital,  King’s 
Lynn. 

(iii)  Jenny  Lind  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(iv)  Cromer  and  District  Hospital,  Cromer. 

(v)  Wells  and  District  Cottage  Hospital,  Wells. 

(b)  Maternity. 

(i)  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital. 

‘ (ii)  West  Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn  Hospital. 

(hi)  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge. 

(iv)  North  Cambridgeshire  Hospital,  Wisbech. 
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(c)  Infectious. 

' (i)  County  Isolation  Hospital,  East  Dereham. 

(ii)  Isolation  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn. 

{d)  Sanatoria. 

(i)  Kelling  Sanatorium,  Holt. 

(ii)  Bramblewood  Sanatorium,  Holt. 

(e)  Mental. 

(i)  St.  Andrew’s  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(ii)  Hellesdon  Hospital,  Norwich. 

(iii)  Heckingham  Hospital. 

(iv)  Little  Plumstead  Hospital. 


2.  MATERNITY  SERVICES. 

(a)  District  Nurses  (showing  parishes  and  villages  served). 


(i)  Nurse  Ives, 

c/o  Miss  Boughey, 
Marsh  Road, 

Brancaster. 

(ii)  Nurse  Murray, 

Gong  Lane, 

Burnham  Overy  Staithe. 

(iii)  Nurse  Earle, 

Maryville, 

Sandringham  Hill, 
Dersingham. 

(iv)  Nurse  Wells, 

Top  End, 

Burnham  Road, 

North  Creake, 
Fakenham. 

(v)  Nurse  Johnson, 

Chagney  Bungalow, 
Heacham. 

(vi)  Nurse  Potter, 

Flitcham. 

(vii)  Nurse  Cornwell, 

3,  West  Hill, 

North  Creake. 


Thornham,  Choseley,  Titch- 
well,  Burnham  Deepdale, 
Brancaster. 

Burnham  Market,  Burnham 
Thorpe,  Burnham  Norton, 
Burnham  Sutton,  Burnham 
Overy,  Holkham. 

Dersingham. 


Docking,  Stanhoe,  Barwick, 
Bagthorpe,  Fring. 


Heacham. 


Anmer,  Gt.  Bircham,  Hough- 
ton, Bircham  Newton, 
Bircham  Tofts. 

North  Creake,  Barmer,  South 
Creake,  Quarles,  Holkham, 
Syderstpne,  Waterden, 


(viii)  Nurse  Ellis, 

Park  Lane, 
Snettisham. 

(ix)  Nurse  Ayres, 

38,  South  Raynham. 

(x)  Nurse  Rogers, 

The  Hostel, 

Old  Hunstanton. 


Snettisham,  Shernbourne, 
Ingoldisthorpe. 

East  and  West  Rudham. 

Old  Hunstanton,  Holme, 
Sedgeford,  Ringstead. 


(b)  Maternity  Beds  in  Regional  Hospital  Board  Establish- 
ments. 

(i)  Stow  Hall,  Maternity  Home,  Downham 

Market  ii  beds 

(ii)  Beckham  House,  Gresham,  Holt  ...  4 ,, 

(hi)  St.  MichaePs  Aylsham  ...  ...  2 ,, 

(iv)  St.  James'  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn  ...  3 ,, 

(v)  Beech  House,  Gressenhall  4 ,, 

(c)  Private  Maternity  Homes. 

There  are  several  Private  Nursing  Homes  in  the  County,  par- 
ticularly in  Norwich.  The  nearest  to  this  district  are  in  New 
Hunstanton,  King's  Lynn  and  Holt. 

4.  AMBULANCE  SERVICES. 

These  have  been  taken  over  by  the  County  Council,  the  St. 
John  Ambulance  Brigade  and  British  Red  Cross  acting  as  agents 
on  their  behalf. 

The  Ambulance  Depots  for  the  area  of  Docking  R.D.  are  at 
Hunstanton,  Fakenham  and  King’s  Lynn. 

Car  cases  are  covered  by  the  Hospital  Car  Service. 


5.  RED  CROSS  AND  ST.  JOHN  ORGANISATIONS. 

{a)  County  Representative  for  St.  John  Stations: — . 

Sir  Thomas  Cook,  J.P., 

20,  Castle  Meadow, 

Norwich. 

(h)  County  Representative  for  Red  Cross  Stations. 

Miss  E.  W.  Griffith, 

4,  The  Close, 

Norwich. 

For  all  correspondence: — Dr,  W.  A.  L.  Marriott, 
M.B.,  Ch.B.  (same  address). 
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6.  RED  CROSS  MEDICAL  LOAN  DEPOTS. 

Medical  Loan  Depots  are  located  as  follows  and  serve 
surrounding  villages:  — 


{a)  Thornham. 

{b)  Heacham. 

(c)  Burnham 

Market. 

{d)  South  Creake. 
{e)  Ringstead. 


Miss  Bett,  The  Cottage,  Thornham. 

Miss  F.  Hooks,  Welfare  Centre, 
Heacham. 

Miss  W.  Game,  Friar’s  Acre,  Burnham 
Market. 

Rev.  H.  L.  Smith,  The  Vicarage, 
South  Creake. 

Mrs.  Asker,  The  Village  Hall,  Ring- 
stead. 


(/)  Docking.  Mrs.  Hare,  The  Hall,  Docking. 


7- 


COUNTY  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 


(a)  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 


(i)  Brancaster. 

(ii)  Docking, 
(hi)  Heacham. 
(iv)  Hunstanton. 


Simms  Reeve  Institute.  Held  first 
Friday  in  month. 

Oddfellows  Hall,  Held  first  Thurs- 
day in  month. 

Jubilee  Clinic.  Held  second  and  last 
Tuesday  in  month. 

Austin  Street,  Methodist  Church.  Held 
third  Wednesday  in  month. 


The  Brancaster  and  Hunstanton  I.W.C.’s  are 
attended  by  a member  of  the  County  Medical  Staff.  The 
I.W.C.  at  Heacham  is  attended  by  Dr.  Marshall  and  at 
Docking  by  Dr.  Davidson. 


{b)  School  Minor  Ailments  Clinic. 

(i)  Held  in  New  Hunstanton  V.P.  School  and  attended  by  a 
member  of  the  County  Medical  Staff  on  each  Wednesday, 
except  during  School  holiday  periods.  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer  attends  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  each 
month. 


(c)  School  Dental  Clinic. 

Hunstanton  C.P.  School  ist  Monday  each  month. 

(d)  School  Nurse. 


Nurse  Quayle. 
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(e)  Tuberculosis. 

(i)  Tuberculosis  Officer.  Post  Vacant. 

(ii)  Tuberculosis  Dispensary.  West  Norfolk  and  King’s 

Lynn  Hospital. 


(/)  Home  Helps. 

The  County  Home  Help  Scheme  started  late  in  the  year 
and  Home  Helps  are  now  available  in  Burnham 
Market,  Burnham  Overy,  Sedgeford  and  Docking. 

8.  VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINIC. 

(i)  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital,  Norwich. 

Males.  Females. 

Mondays  5-6  p.m.  4-5  p.m. 

Tuesdays  lo-iia.m.  ii-i2noon 

Fridays  6-7  p.m.  5-6  p.m. 

(ii)  West  Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn. 

Males.  Females. 

Tuesdays....  7-8  p.m.  Tuesdays  ....  3 p.m. 

Fridays  ....  7-8  p.m.  Wednesdays  3 p.m. 

(iii)  County  Isolation  Hospital,  East  Dereham. 

Males.  Females. 

Mondays  ....  5-6  p.m.  Fridays  ....  ii -12  noon. 

9.  DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 

(i)  Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  by  the  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Staff  after  patient  has  been  removed 
to  Hospital  or  on  termination  of  disease. 

(ii)  Disinfestation  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  which  cannot  be 
carried  out  by  this  Department,  is  done  by  the  Dereham 
Isolation  Hospital.  ; 

10.  LABORATORY  SERVICES. 

[а)  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

Isolation  Hospital. 

Bowthorpe  Road, 

Norwich. 

Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  L.  M.  Dowsett. 

(б)  Public  Analyst. 

W.  Lincolne  Sutton,  Esq.,  F.R.I.C., 

Redwell  Street, 

Norwich. 


PART  III. 

(Medical  Statistics). 

TABLE  I.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres)  

Estimated  Resident  Population 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


87,386 
16,500 
;£62,56s 
£256  II  9 


TABLE  2.  LIVE 

BIRTHS. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Males. 

152 

9 

Females. 

130 

Total. 

282 

9 

Total 

161 

130 

291 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated  Resident  Population 

...  17.7 

TABLE  3.  STILL 

BIRTHS. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Males. 

5 

Females. 

4 

Total. 

9 

Total 

5 

4 

9 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated  Resident  Population  ...  ...  0.54 


TABLE  4.  DEATHS  (All  ages). 

Males.  Females. 

94  104 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated  Resident  Population 


Total. 

198 


12.0 


TABLE  5.  INFANT  MORTALITY.  (Deaths  of  Infants  under 
I year). 


Males.  Females.  Total. 

Legitimate  ....  4 i 5 

Illegitimate  ....  — — — 


Total  415 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births 


19.7 


15 


TABLE  6.  CAUSE  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE 
YEAR. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Males.  Females. 

Total. 

3 1 . Premature  Birth 

32.  Con.  mal.  birth  injury 

I — 

I 

infant  : dis. 

3 I 

4 

Total 

4 I 

5 

TABLE  7. 

CAUSE  OF  TOTAL  DEATHS. 

Cause  of  Deaths. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

6. 

Tub  of  resp.  sys  .... 

3 

I 

4 

• 7- 

Other  forms  of  T uberculosis 

I 

2 

3 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

I 

— 

I 

9- 

Influenza  .... 

I 

I 

2 

\ II. 

Ac.  polio-myel.  and  polio-enceph. 

— 

I 

I 

13- 

Cancer  of  buc.,  cav.,  and  oesoph  ; 
(M)uterus  (F)  .... 

I 

2 

3 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

3 

6 

IS. 

Cancer  of  breast  .... 

— 

3 

3 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  .... 

7 

8 

15 

17. 

Diabetes  .... 

2 

— 

2 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

13 

12 

25 

19. 

Heart  diseases 

32 

39 

71 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circ.  system  .... 

3 

5 

8 

21. 

Bronchitis 

3 

3 

6 

22. 

Pneumonia 

— 

2 

2 

23. 

Other  resp.  diseases 

I 

I 

2 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  .... 

I 

— 

I 

26. 

Appendicitis 

— 

I 

I 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

2 

4 

28. 

Nephritis 

3 

4 

7 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes  .... 

— 

I 

I 

31. 

Premature  birth  .... 

I 

— 

I 

32. 

Con.  mal.  birth  injury,  infant,  dis. 

3 

I 

4 

35. 

Other  violent  causes 

I 

2 

3 

36. 

All  other  causes  .... 

12 

10 

22 

Total 

94 

104 

198 

l6 

TABLE  8.  DEATHS  ACCORDING  TO  AGES. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  i year 

4 

I 

5 

I and  under 

5 

— 

5 » 

10 

I 

2 

3 

10  „ 

20 

— 

I 

I 

20  „ 

30 

— 

3 

3 

30  „ 

40 

I 

3 

4 

40  „ 

50 

6 

2 

8 

50  „ 

60 

10 

10 

20 

60  „ 

70 

14 

19 

33 

70  „ 

80 

36 

27 

63 

80  „ „ 

90 

20 

34 

54 

90  „ 

100 

4 

6 

10 

Total 

96 

108 

204 

Outward  Transfers  (deduct) 

2 

4 

6 

Total 

94 

104 

198 

TABLE  9.  CANCER. 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  Cancer  deaths  during 
the  past  5 years  : — 


1944. 

1945- 

1946. 

1947. 

1948. 

Males 

18 

17 

20 

14 

1 1 

Females 

21 

8 

16 

15 

16 

Total 

39 

25 

36 

29 

27 

TABLE  10.  SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


1944. 

1945. 

1946. 

1947. 

1948. 

Population 

15,850 

15,630 

15,930 

16,140 

16,500 

Live  Births 

331 

306 

331 

339 

291 

Still  Births 

6 

10 

9 

7 

9 

Deaths 

224 

221 

243 

197 

198 

Infant  Mortality  .... 

II 

16 

13 

13 

5 

TABLE  II.  SUMMARY  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  RATES. 


1944. 

1945- 

1946. 

1947. 

00 

Ov 

Live  Births 

20.9 

19.0 

20.8 

21.0 

17.7 

Still  Births 

0.38 

0.63 

0.56 

0.43 

0.54 

Crude  Deaths 

■ 14-13 

14.1 

.15-3 

12.3 

t2.0 

Infant  Mortality  ... 

36.2 

56.0 

39-3 

38.35 

19.7 

17 


TABLE  12.  BIRTH  RATES,  CIVILIAN  DEATH  RATES, 
ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY,  MATERNAL  MORTALITY 
AND  CASE-RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1948.  PROVISIONAL  FIGURES 
BASED  ON  QUARTERLY  RETURNS. 


126  County 
Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns 

148  Smaller 
Towns  {Resi- 
dent Popula- 

England 

including 

tions  25,000  to 

Docking 

Births  : 

and 

Wales. 

London.  50,000  at 

1931  Census.) 
Rates  per  1,000  Population. 

Rural 

District. 

Live 

17.9 

20.0 

19.2 

17.7 

Still  

0.42 

0.52 

0.43 

0-54 

Deaths  : 

All  causes 

Typhoid  and 

10.8 

1 1.6 

10.7 

12.0 

Paratyphoid  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.51 

0.59 

0.46 

0.42 

Influenza  .... 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
& Polioence- 

0.03 

0.03 

0.04 

0.12 

phalitis  .... 

O.OI 

O.OI 

O.OI 

0.06 

Pneumonia 

0.41 

0.38 

0.36 

0.12 

Notifications  : 

Typhoid  F ever 

O.OI 

0.00 

O.OI 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

O.OI 

O.OI 

O.OI 

0.00 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.06 

Scarlet  Fever 

1-73 

1.90 

1.82 

1.64 

Whooping  Cough 

3-42 

3-51 

3-31 

4-36 

Diphtheria 

0.08 

O.IO 

0.09 

0.00 

Erysipelas 

0.21 

0.23 

0.21 

0.00 

Measles 

9-34 

9-75 

8.84 

7-39 

Pneumonia 

0-73 

0.84 

0.60 

0.00 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

Deaths  : 

0.04 

0.05 

Rates  per 

0.04 

1,000  Live  Births 

0.00 

All  causes  under 

I year  of  age 
Enteritis  and  Diar- 
rhoea under  2 

34 

39 

32 

20 

years  of  age 

Notifications  : 

3-3 

4-5 

Rates  per  1,000 

2.1 

Total  Births. 

0.0 

Puerperal  Fever  and 

Pyrexia  .... 

6.89 

8.90 

4.71 

0.0 

i8 


TABLE  13.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.  (According  to  Age  Group) 


Under 

, one. 

I-  2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10-  15-  20- 

35-  45- 

65-  Total. 

Scarlet  Fever  — - 

— — 

I 

4 

17 

3 — I 

— I 

— 27 

Food  Poisoning  — 

2 2 

2 

I 

I — I 

— I 

— 10 

Jaundice  — 

I — 

I 

— 

3 

— — I 

— I 

— 7 

Cerebro-spinal 

Fever  — 

I — 

— I 

Total  : — 

4 2 

4 

4 

21 

4—3 

— 3 

— 45 

TABLE  14.  MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH. 


1944. 

1945.  1946. 

1947. 

1948. 

Measles 

Whooping 

89 

88 

64 

45 

122 

Cough  .... 

129 

7 

10 

15 

72 

Total 

218 

95 

74 

60 

194 

TABLE  15.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

(Details 

of 

new  cases  during 

1948). 

Age 

Respiratory. 

Non-Respiratory.  . 

Period. 

0 — 

M. 

F. 

*M. 

F. 

5 — 





I 

3 

15  — 

2 

2 

— 

I 

25  — 

35  — 

45  — 

55  — 

65  — 

2 

I 

I 

3 

Mill 

“MM 

Totals  : 

6 

6 

I 

5 

Totals  ; 

12 

6 

18 

TABLE  16.  TUBERCULOSIS. 

(No.  of 

cases  on  Register  end 

1948). 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Pulmonary 

43 

27 

70 

Non-Pulmonary  .... 

23 

33 

56 

Total 

66 

60 

126 

19 


TABLE  17.  TUBERCULOSIS.  (Details  of  new  cases  last  5 
years). 


1944  1945  1946  1947  1948 

Pulmonary  M.  9 9 8 10  6 

F.  5 I 7 7 6 

Non-Pulmonary  M.  4321  i 

F.  8 2 4 4 5 

Total  26  15  21  22  18 


TABLE  18.  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  SCHEME. 

The  following  table  shows  the  immunisation  state  of  the  children 
in  the  district  on  31st  December,  1948  : — 


Under  School 

School 

Age. 

Age. 

Total. 

Numbers  Immunised 

850 

1,775 

2,812 

Estimated  Population 

....  1,481 

2,261 

3,742 

Percentage  Immunised 

57% 

79% 

75% 

Numbers  Reinforced 

— 

1,082 

1,082 
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PART  IV. 

(Report  by  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector). 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  consideration  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1948. 

I.  INSPECTIONS. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  in  connection  with  the 
various  branches  of  Public  Health  work  during  the  year  are  as 
follows":  — 

Nature  of  Inspections.  No.  of  Visits. 

Housing,  for  repairs,  overcrowding  and  interviewing 

of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  ...  ...  376 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 63 

Factories  and  Workshops  14 

Food  premises  for  food  inspection  ...  ...  ...  32 

Ice-Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Salvage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rat-infested  premises  ...  ...  ...  i 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  30 

Infectious  disease  inquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Premises  fumigated  after  infectious  disease ii 

Visits  to  Hunstanton  Slaughterhouse  4 

Rural  Housing  Survey  ...  ...  ...  ...  114 

Sewerage  Survey — Heacham  ...  ...  ...  ...  322 

Mussel  samples ...  4 

Visits  made  in  connection  with  the  administration 

of  public  cleansing  schemes  ...  ...  ...  476 

Inspections  for  matters  coming  within  the  purview 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  such  as  drainage, 
water  supplies,  abatement  of  nuisances,  etc  ...  356 

Miscellaneous  inspections  and  visits  ...  ...  525 


Total  inspections  and  visits  ...  ...  ...  2361 


2.  NOTICES. 

{a)  Preliminary.  The  following  preliminary  notices  were 
served  requiring  the  provisions  of  the  various  Acts  to  be  complied 
with : — 

Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  27 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  26 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,.  1926  ...  2 
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(b)  Statutory.  Four  statutory  notices  were  served  under  the 
Housing  Act,  after  preliminary  notices,  and  correspondence  with 
the  owners  had  failed  to  achieve  any  results. 

One  statutory  notice  was  not  complied  with,  and  the  Council 
authorised  me  to  have  the  work  carried  out  in  default  of  the  owner, 
and  the  cost  of  this  was  subsequently  recovered  from  the  owner. 

3.  NUISANCES  AND  COMPLAINTS. 

During  the  year,  a considerable  number  of  complaints  of 
various  sorts  was  received  by  the  Health  Department.  Nearly  all 
of  them  were  dealt  with  by  interviews  with  the  persons  concerned, 
or  by  other  informal  action,  and  very  few  cases  had  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  Council. 

4.  HOUSING. 

During  the  year,  as  in  previous  years,  difficulty  was  ex- 
perienced in  getting  repairs  carried  out  to  houses. 

This  reluctance  on  the  part  of  landlords  to  spend  money  in 
maintaining  old  property  is,  undoubtedly,  due  to  the  high  cost  of 
building  repairs,  and  the  fact  that  rents,  which  should  cover  the 
cost  of  repairs  and  allow  a margin  of  income,  have  remained  at 
their  pre-war  level,  and  in  a great  many  cases,  barely  cover  the 
cost  of  maintenance  of  the  property. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected,  while  this  state  of  affairs  exists,  that 
landlords  will  spend  more  on  their  property  than  they  are  forced 
to,  and  every  case  of  repairs  that  has  been  dealt  with  by  the 
Department  during  the  year  has  resulted  in  much  work  in  the  way 
of  correspondence  and  interviews  before  the  repairs  have  been 
finally  carried  out. 

I believe  that  landlords  generally  would  not  want  so  much 
persuasion  to  maintain  their  property  in  a reasonable  condition  if 
the  costs  of  repairs  and  rents  were  more  equitably  related  to  each 
other. 

In  connection  with  the  letting  of  Council  Houses,  Mr. 
Llewellyn  and  I prepared  a number  of  reports  on  the  living  con« 
ditions  of  the  applicants,  and  these  reports  were,  I think,  of  con- 
siderable value  to  the  Tenants’  Selection  Sub-Committee  in  helping 
them  to  give  thorough  consideration  to  all  the  applications  before 
them. 

5.  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Thirty-two  visits  were  made  to  grocers  and  butchers,  etc.,  to 
inspect  food  suspected  of  being  unsound,  and  varying  quantities  of 
food,  such  as  meat,  bacon,  canned  food,  cereals,  cheese,  etc.,  had 
to  be  condemned. 
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Fifteen  visits  were  made  to  premises  from  which  ice-cream  is 
sold,  and  six  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  for  test  of 
bacteriological  cleanliness. 

Inquiries  in  connection  with  a suspected  case  of  food  poisoning 
at  Sedgeford  School  were  carried  out,  but  no  evidence  could  be 
obtained  to  give  definite  indication  that  the  illness  amongst  teachers 
and  pupils  was  actually  due  to  the  consumption  of  unsound  or 
infected  food. 

6.  MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

The  work  of  visiting  cowsheds  and  dairies  for  supervision  of 
the  construction  or  alteration  of  premises,  and  for  the  inspection  of 
methods  of  production  and  distribution  of  milk,  was  continued 
throughout  the  year. 

Sixty-three  inspections  were  made,  and  unsatisfactory  con- 
ditions were  found  in  two  cowsheds,  which  necessitated  the 
serving  of  two  notices  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  1926. 

7.  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Routine  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  of  sites 
licensed  for  moveable  dwellings.  On  two  of  the  sites  conditions 
which  were  not  quite  satisfactory  were  found.  The  attention  of 
the  owner  was  drawn  to  these  matters,  and  conditions  were  found 
to  be  improved  on  subsequent  visits. 

The  Council  refused  a licence  to  use  the  garden  attached  to  a 
dwelling  house  in  Heacham  as  a site  for  moveable  dwellings,  and 
an  appeal,  made  to  the  Court  by  the  applicant  against  the  decision  1 
of  the  Council,  was  unsuccessful. 

8.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

{a)  Refuse  Collection.  The  collection  of  house  refuse  was  con- 
tinued throughout  the  year,  and  fortnightly  collections  were  given 
to  every  parish  in  the  district,  with  the  exception  of  Heacham, 
Ringstead,  Burnham  Market,  and  Burnham  Overy.  In  these  four 
parishes,  weekly  collections  were  given,  in  the  first  three  by  direct 
labour,  and  in  the  other  one  by  a contractor. 

(h)  Cesspool  and  Lavatory  Pail  Emptying.  The  year  was 
notable  for  improvement  and  advancement  in  these  services.  Pails 
and  cesspools  were  emptied  in  Docking  and  Burnham  Market  by 
direct  labour  instead  of  contractors,  and  with  mechanical,  instead 
of  horse-drawn,  vehicles;  and  a scheme  for  the  emptying  of  cess- 
pools and  pails  was  introduced  in  Snettisham. 

During  the  year,  the  No.  i cesspool  emptier  emptied  pails 
regularly  in  Heacham  and  Snettisham,  and  also  emptied  720  cess- 
pools and  III  vault  closets. 
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The  No.  2 emptier,  emptied  pails  regularly  in  Docking  and 
Burnham  Market,  and  in  addition  emptied  440  cesspools  in 
Docking  and  Burnham,  and  at  the  Council  Houses  in  parishes 
where  there  were  no  regular  schemes  of  emptying  in  operation. 

The  emptying  of  67  private  cesspools  was  also  undertaken  in 
parishes  without  regular  schemes,  and  in  these  cases,  payment  for 
the  service  was  made  to  the  Council  by  the  householder. 

Approximate  figures  show,  that  by  the  two  machines,  about 
1,791,500  gallons  of  cesspool  contents,  not  including  lavatory  pail 
contents,  were  collected  and  disposed  of  during  the  year. 

Additional  to  this  was  the  work  of  emptying  lavatory  pails, 
over  1,000  emptyings  a week  being  carried  out  in  the  four  villages 
concerned. 

These  figures  do,  I believe,  give  the  Council  some  indication 
of  the  considerable  amount  of  work  being  carried  out  by  the  four 
men  and  two  machines  engaged  on  this  section  of  public  cleansing, 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  work  proceeded 
throughout  the  year  without  any  major  disruption  of  the  service. 

9.  SALVAGE. 

A summary  of  the  year’s  salvage  work  is  shown  as  follows:  — 

(а)  Paper.  Total  weight  sold  by  Council,  35  tons 

18^  cwts.,  having  a value  of  £132  9s.  3d.  Of  this 
total,  I ton  2\  cwts.  was  collected  by  parish  salvage 
organisations. 

(б)  Rags  and  Bones.  Rags,  i ton  4^  cwts.;  bones,  i ton 

cwts.;  Value,  £22  6s.  pd. 

Early  in  the  year,  handbills  were  circulated  to  all  house- 
holders by  the  refuse  collectors,  requesting  greater  efforts  to  be 
made  to  save  waste-paper  for  collection.  At  the  same  time,  the 
Council  agreed  to  a salvage  bonus  being  paid  to  the  collectors. 
The  result  was  that  21  tons  ii  cwts.  more  paper  was  collected  than 
in  1947,  and  16 J cwts.  more  rags  and  bones. 

10.  SEWERAGE. 

In  September,  a public  inquiry  was  held  by  an  inspector  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  into  the  Council’s  proposals  to  provide 
sewerage  in  the  parishes  of  Heacham  (Stage  i);  and  Snettisham, 
Dersingham,  Docking  and  Burnham  Market  (Stage  2),  which  pro- 
posals were  subsequently  agreed  to  by  the  Ministry. 

The  date  for  starting  the  preliminary  work  in  Heacham  was 
later  tentatively  fixed  by  the  Consulting  Engineers  for  ist  April, 
1949. 

A survey  of  the  closet  accommodation  at  houses  in  Heacham 
was  carried  out,  to  supply  certain  data  for  the  Consulting 
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Engineers,  and  the  information  so  obtained  will  be  of  considerable 
value,  when  the  work  of  converting  pail  closets,  and  connecting  up 
to  the  sewers  will  have  to  be  carried  out. 

11.  DANGEROUS  BUILDINGS. 

Two  buildings  were  found  to  be  in  a condition  dangerous  to 
the  public,  and  after  correspondence  with  the  owners,  both  were 
demolished. 

12.  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Thirty  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year,  i6  from 
private  wells  and  14  from  the  public  supply,  of  these,  6 of  the 
private  wells  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  8 unsatisfactory  and 
2 suspicious. 

From  the  public  supply,  8 were  satisfactory,  and  6 unsatis- 
factory. The  high  proportion  of  unsatisfactory  samples  from  the 
public  supply  was  due  to  some  contamination  having  occurred 
during  the  course  of  laying  a new  main  in  Broadway,  Heacham. 

13.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year,  16  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  Tuberculosis,  and  ii  fumigations  were  carried 
out  after  the  termination  of  the  disease. 

14.  DESTRUCTION  OF  RATS  AND  MICE. 

The  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  was  again  carried  out  on 
behalf  of  the  Council  by  the  Staff  of  the  County  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee. 

The  cost  of  the  work  was  borne  by  the  general  rates,  and 
during  the  year  £36  15s.  od.  was  spent  on  this  service. 

15.  DIRTY  PREMISES. 

Informal  action  was  taken  against  the  tenants  of  four  Council 
Houses,  which  had  been  found  to  be  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition 
of  cleanliness. 

Subsequent  inspections  showed  that  worthwhile  efforts  had 
been  made  by  the  occupiers  to  carry  out  the  instructions  given 
them,  and  the  houses  were  in  a much  improved  condition;  which 
once  again  goes  to  show  that  persons  who  are  normally  indifferent 
to  their  own  surroundings  can  be  made  to  improve  their  ways  by 
advice  and  persuasion.  In  these  four  cases,  however,  it  is  felt  that 
regular  periodic  inspections  would  be  necessary  to  maintain  a 
reasonably  satisfactory  standard. 
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16.  FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Fourteen  inspections  were  made  under  the  Factories  Act. 
Conditions  at  bakehouses,  and  other  places  inspected  were  reason- 
ably satisfactory,  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  for 
non-compliance  with  the  Act. 

17.  CONCLUSION. 

Satisfaction  can  be  felt  in  the  fact  that  substantial  progress 
was  made  during  the  year  regarding  the  improvement  of  the  public 
cleansing  services,  and  the  provision  of  sewerage  to  at  least  part 
of  the  district. 

The  provision  of  a W.C.,  bath  and  sink,  in  a house  is,  un- 
doubtedly a necessity  and  not  a luxury,  and  where  a sewerage 
system  exists,  these  amenities  naturally  follow.  It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  whatever  sewerage  schemes  the  Council  do  finally 
embark  upon,  their  almost  prohibitive  cost  will  mean  that  the  full 
benefits  that  sewers  can  provide,  may  not  be  made  available  to 
some  of  the  smaller  and  less  populous  parishes  for  a considerable 
time,  unless  unforeseen  help,  in  the  way  of  additional  aid  from  the 
Government,  is  forthcoming.  However,  the  fact  that  mains  water 
supply  is  now  being  taken  to  almost  every  hamlet  in  rural  districts 
throughout  the  country,  as  a result  of  the  Rural  Water  Supplies 
and  Sewerage  Act,  1944,  may  indeed  necessitate  a revision  of  the 
Government’s  policy  in  respect  of  sewerage  in  rural  areas  m the 
not  too  distant  future. 

•I  should  again  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the  able  assistance  and 
co-operation  given  by  Mr.  Llewellyn  during  the  year  in  carrying 
out  the  duties  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  JENKINS, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and 

Sanitary  Surveyor.  ' 


/ 
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PART  V. 

(Annual  Report  of  Waterworks  Superintendent.) 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  October,  1948,  for  your  consideration. 


I.  CONSUMPTION. 


Consumptions. 

Total. 

Gallons 
per  day. 

T otal  output  from  F ring  Boreholes  .... 

28,993,000 

79,000 

Total  supplied  to  Snettisham  Beach  .... 

4,392,000 

12,000 

T otal  supplied  to  Docking  T ower 

3,924,000  I 

11,000 

Total  pumped  from  Docking  Well 

48,000  / 

Total  supply  from  Hunstanton  U.D.C. 

43,000 

2.  ELECTRICITY  CONSUMED  AND  COST  OF  PUMPING. 


Power.  Heat.  Total  costs. 

Fring  Main  Station 

(Boreholes)  ....  ....49,690  408  ,^355  18  i 

Fring  Booster  Station 

(Docking)  4,580  200  £37  4 6 

Heacham  Supply  from 

Hunstanton  U.D.C ;£668  16  o 


* To  31-12-47. 


I From  1-1-48. 


Cost  per 
1,000  gals. 


2.945  pence 


2.28 


12.00* 
10. oof 


' It  will  be  noted  that  the  variation  in  the  cost  of  water  sup- 
plied by  the  Hunstanton  U.D.C.  took  effect  from  1.1.48. 


3.  PRESENT  SITUATION. 

There  are  at  present  seven  parishes  on  mains  water  supply. 
Six  are  supplied  from  boreholes  at  Fring  and  Heacham  from  New 
Hunstanton  U.D.C. 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  seven  parishes  are  estimated  at 
2,563  excluding  Snettisham  and  Heacham  Beaches,  where  mains 
supply  is  available  to  all  bungalows,  etc.,  which  are  normally  used 
only  as  summer  residences. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  domestic  dwellings  directly  con- 
nected to  the  mains  or  otherwise  as  far  as  returns  show. 
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Estimated  Connected 
by  in 


Houses.  Population. 

Connected. 

Standpipe. 

1948, 

Dersingham 

596 

1,740 

416 

80 

45 

Ingoldisthorpe .... 

131 

380 

79 

41 

4 

Snettisham 

459 

B350 

298 

95 

8 

Sedgeford 

213 

582 

83 

117 

Nil 

Fring  

41 

150 

8 

31 

I 

Docking 

386 

B540 

130 

195 

24 

Heacham 

737 

2,000 

572 

136 

8 

2.563 

7.740 

1,686 

695 

90 

During  the  year  the  levels  in  the  Fring  boreholes  remained 
about  normal.  The  lowest  water  level  was  recorded  in  October, 
1948,  when  it  was  14  feet  below  floor  level  and  the  highest  in 
April,  1948,  when  it  was  7 feet  below  floor  level. 

All  mains  water  is  chlorinated  before  passing  into  mains  as  a 
precaution  against  contamination,  and  below  is  the  result  of  a 
sample  taken  for  analysis  during  the  year. 


4.  WATER  ANALYSIST’S  REPORT. 


Chemical  Results 
{Parts per  million). 
Total  Solids,  332. 


Bacteriological 

Results. 

Colonies  per  million  on  agar  at 
37  deg.  C.  Nil. 


Nitrogen — 

Ammonical,  Nil.  Bacillus  Coliform — absent  in 

Albuminoid,  Nil.  in  100  million. 

Chloride  as  Chlorine,  24.  Physical  Characters. 

Nitric  Nitrogen,  6.8.  Bright  and  Clear. 

Nitrous  Nitrogen,  Nil.  Taste  and  Smell  : imper- 

ceptible. 

Hardness  (Soap  Test).  * 

Temporary,  185.  Permanent,  60.  Total,  245. 

This  is  a water  of  great  organic  and  bacteriological  purity,  in 
every  way  suitable  for  drinking  purposes. 


5.  WATER  SOFTENING. 

Further  approaches  have  been  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
to  approve  and  release  the  necessary  materials  for  the  installation 
of  the  Softening  Plant  as  prepared  by  the  Consulting  Engineers  in 
1947,  but  up  to  the  present  approval  has  been  withheld. 

6.  REPLACEMENT  OF  MAINS. 

The  work  of  laying  approximately  800  yards  of  3 in.  Spun 
iron  main  in  Broadway,  Heacham,  was  carried  out  by  Messrs.  F. 
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W.  Shanks  & Co.,  Ltd.,  Hunstanton.  This  was  to  replace  a 2 in. 
steel  main  which  had  been  giving  considerable  trouble  due  to  in- 
sufficient depth  and  external  corrosion.  The  work  of  reconnecting 
all  properties  to  the  new  main  was  carried  out  by  the  Water  De- 
partment. Chlorination  of  this  length  of  main  had  to  be  carried 
out  three  times  before  a satisfactory  water  analysis  was  obtained. 
This  was  due,  in  part  I consider,  to  the  excessive  length  of  time 
the  pipes  lay  at  the  roadside  before  main  laying  commenced. 

7.  POST-WAR  DEVELOPMENT. 

Work  on  the  comprehensive  scheme  to  supply  mains  water  to 
the  whole  of  the  district  was  commenced  by  the  Contractors, 
Messrs.  F.  W.  Shanks  & Co.,  Ltd.,  Hunstanton,  in  September, 
1948.  A large  quantity  of  pipes  were  received  and  dispersed  in 
the  area. 

8.  GENERAL. 

76  Ferrules  inserted  in  mains. 

31  Fountains  repaired. 

260  Tap  washers  fitted. 

71  Ball  valves  rewashered. 

The  3 in.  meter  in  Heacham  Tower  belonging  to  New  Hun- 
stanton U.D.C.  gave  trouble  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1948. 
After  consultation  between  myself  and  their  Surveyor,  Docking 
R.D.C.,  were  requested  to  loan  a meter  installed  for  Docking 
Airfield  at  Brancaster  Road,  which  had  become  redundant. 

Docking  R.D.C.  agreed  to  Hunstanton  having  this  meter  on 
loan  until  they  had  their  own  meter  repaired,  or,  failing  repair 
being  carried  out,  to  consider  buying  the  loaned  meter.  All  costs 
in  connection  with  the  removal  of  meter  from  Brancaster  Road, 
and  the  installation  in  Heacham  Tower  to  be  borne  by  Hunstanton. 

9..  CONCLUSION. 

The  delivery  of  materials  has  been  very  erratic  during  the 
year,  consequently,  we  have  at  times  been  unable  to  carry  out 
our  obligations  to  the  public.  We  can  only  hope  improvements  in 
future  will  assist  us  to  give  an  efficient  service. 

In  concluding  my  Report,  I may  say  that  a satisfactory 
supply  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year  with  only  a few 
minor  localised  disruptions  beyond  my  control  which  were  attended 
to  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  DRYSDALE, 
Walerwor^s  Superintendent, 
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DOCKING  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

SEWERAGE  SCHEME 

Report  on  Stages  3,  4 and  5 


STAGE  III. 

Brancaster  Staithe  and  Burnham  Deepdale. 

Population  450.  Summer  visitors  50  (rather  underestimated). 

Number  of  Houses  160. 

This  is  a long  straggling  seaside  village  which  is  much  used  as 
a holiday  resort  and  is  the  centre  of  a small  mussel  industry.  The 
Disposal  Works  are  situated  in  the  corner  of  a marsh  well  away 
from  the  village  and  hidden  from  the  main  road  by  trees — it  is 
easily  accessable.  The  effluent  is  discharged  into  a tidal  creek,  and 
the  only  problem  here  is  the  possibility  of  increased  pollution  to 
the  mussels. 

Brancaster  Town  and  Titchwell. 

Population — Brancaster  600  and  100  visitors 
Titchwell  160  50  visitors 

Number  of  Houses  160. 

Brancaster  Town  itself  is  a fairly  compact  seaside  village  with 
at  least  one  large  Hotel  with  a thriving  summer  trade. 

Titchwell  is  a small  seaside  village  which  should  normally 
appear  in  stage  5 of  the  report. 

The  Disposal  works  are  equi-distant  from  the  two  villages  on 
the  marsh  away  from  the  main  road — it  is  easily  accessable  by 
road — effluent  discharged  into  one  of  the  marsh  drains. 

Burnham  Overy  Staithe. 

Population  275  and  100  visitors. 

Number  of  Houses  139. 

A seaside  village  having  a large  holiday  trade.  The  Disposal 
Works  are  situated  outside  the  town  and  pumped  across  the 
marshes,  but  in  this  case  the  Sewerage  Works  as  shown  on  the 
map  are  directly  against  the  last  row  of  houses  in  the  village,  and 
although  this  is  not  a hnal  site,  I think  more  consideration  must 
be  given  to  these  houses  when  selecting  a final  site. 
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East  and  West  Rudham. 

Population  980. 

Number  of  Houses  254. 

These  are  two  fairly  large  inland  villages,  primarily  farming 
community.  The  subsoil  water  is  high  and  cesspool  disposal  is 
therefore  difficult.  The  Disposal  Works  are  situated  well  away 
from  the  town,  the  effluent  is  discharged  into  the  River  Wensum, 
which  although  small  is  sufficient  to  carry  the  effluent. 

Holme-next -the-Sea. 

Population  300  and  50  visitors. 

Number  of  Houses  90. 

This  is  a small  seaside  village  with  a thriving  summer  trade, 
and  of  late  has  become  a popular  seaside  residential  area.  The 
Disposal  Works  are  situated  well  away  from  the  village  on  the 
marshes.  The  effluent  is  discharged  into  a dry  water  course,  which 
is  fed  by  a spring,  and  is  piped  over  two  tidal  ditches.  It  would 
appear  to  me  without  any  engineering  qualifications  that  it  would 
be  better  to  discharge  it  into  the  tidal  ditches  than  into  a water 
course  which  is  only  seasonal. 

Thornham. 

Population  640. 

Number  of  Houses  144. 

This  is  also  a fairly  large  seaside  village  which  it  appears 
depends  considerably  on  summer  trade.  The  Disposal  Works  sug- 
gested are  good,  and  in  fact  the  effluent  is  discharged  below  high 
water  mark. 


STAGE  IV. 

The  Birchams. 

Population  730. 

Number  of  Houses  150. 

This  scheme  involves  the  seweraging  of  three  separate  villages 
which  are  all  closely  connected.  The  Disposal  Works  are  situated 
at  Bircham  Newton  and  looking  at  the  map  it  appeared  that  the 
proposal  was  to  discharge  the  effluent  into  a dry  water  course,  but 
the  Engineer’s  Report  states  that  this  is  not  possible  and  the  dis- 
posal is  by  land  drainage.  It  is  doubtful  if  this  scheme  is  necessary 
owing  to  the  spread-out  nature  of  the  three  villages,  and  cesspool 
disposal  might  be  equally  sufficient. 
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North  and  South  Creake. 

Population  1,190. 

Number  of  Houses  275. 

These  are  two  villages  almost  continuous — the  ribbon  develop- 
ment type,  it  is  mainly  agricultural,  but  in  South  Creake  there  is 
at  least  one  factory.  The  proposed  Sewerage  Scheme  is  to  run  from 
South  Creake  to  North  Creake  and  then  on  to  the  Rivei  Burn, 
which  is  just  south  of  the  Abbey  Farm,  and  the  effluent  to  be 
discharged  into  the  River  Burn.  The  only  snag  in  this  scheme 
was  that  the  River  Burn  certainly  did  not  exist  on  that  day  I 
inspected  the  site — it  is  a seasonal  river  and  is  known  to  disappear 
for  three  years  at  a stretch.  Another  point  is  that  the  River  Bum 
after  flowing  50  yards  from  the  point  where  it  is  proposed  to  dis- 
charge the  effluent  would  be  passing  through  the  Abbey  Farm, 
where  it  is  normally  used  to  water  stock  and  is  also  used  to  fill 
an  ornamental  pond  in  front  of  the  house.  I think  consideration 
for  a land  drainage  scheme  should  be  considered. 

Ringstead. 

Population  450.  ' 

Number  of  Houses  loi. 

This  is  a well  spaced  out  Agricultural  village.  The  Disposal 
Works  are  well  situated  and  no  comment  is  required,  apart  from 
the  possible  engineering  problem — the  Disposal  Works  are  situated 
rather  tod  high.  It  is  very  doubtful  if  this  scheme  is  necessary. 

Sedgeford. 

Population  600. 

No.  of  Houses  179. 

This  is  a busy  agricultural  village  but  would  appear  to  be  a 
simple  village  to  sewer  and  the  site  chosen  is  ideal.  There  is  a 
new  Council  House  Estate  of  thirty  houses  being  built.  The 
village  has  running  water  and  it  appears  it  should  be  placed  in 
Stage  3 and  not  4. 

Syderstone. 

Population  450. 

Number  of  Houses  108. 

Here  again  is  a small  agricultural  village  which  since  the 
building  of  the  aerodrome  has  become  a main  thoroughfare.  It 
appears  to  be  a simple  village  to  sewer — a long  street  on  incline. 
The  Disposal  Works  are  situated  on  Syderstone  Common,  although 
the  map  actually  shows  it  oh  the  main  Rudham  Road.  As 


32 


Syderstone  Common  is  a popular  resort  from  the  point  of  view 
of  picnics,  etc.,  it  would  be  better  if  the  Disposal  Works  were  not 
placed  there,  although  adequate  from  other  points  of  view — but 
would  be  better  situated  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  main  road 
away  from  the  Common. 


STAGE  V. 

I feel  that  the  bulk  of  these  schemes  are  not  necessary  and 
are  uneconomic.  On  my  rough  estimate  the  least  expensive  scheme 
of  the  lot  would  be  £200  per  house.  I feel  that  cesspool  drainage 
would  cover  them  all  extremely  well,  with  the  possible  exception 
of  Burnham  Thorpe,  which  might  still  be  considered  for  a scheme. 

Anmer. 

Population  160. 

Number  of  Houses  41. 

This  is  a very  small  village,  and  is  doubtful  if  it  would  warrant 
a full  sewerage  scheme.  Suggested  area  for  Disposal  Works 
perfectly  adequate. 

Barmer. 

Population  30. 

Number  of  Houses  12. 

I do  not  think  it  is  practicable  to  put  in  sewerage  works  for  a 
hamlet  as  small  as  this. 

Burnham  Norton. 

Population  150. 

Number  of  Houses  31. 

Another  small  seaside  village.  The  Disposal  Works  are 
situated  on  the  marshes  but  I think  they  could  be  moved  further 
away  from  the  village. 

Burnham  Thorpe. 

Population  320. 

Nuniber  of  Houses  72. 

A fairly  large  inland  village.  Proposed  scheme  by  gravity  to 
Disposal  Works  situated  well  away  from  village — effluent  to  be 
discharged  into  the  River  Bum,  and  the  same  applies  to  Burnham 
,Thorpe  as  in  Creake.  The  River  Burn  is  a seasonal  river.  In  any 
case  the  Disposal  Works  are  only  approximately  10  yards  from 
the  Manor  House  and  the  site  where  the  effluent  is  discharged  is 
closer  still  and  with  prevailing  winds  would  be  blown,  across  to 
the  house.  Not  satisfactory  Disposal  Area. 
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Fring. 

Population  170. 

Number  of  Houses  44. 

Small  agricultural  village  with  a main  water  power  system  in 
this  area  and  also  lavender  distilleries.  The  Disposal  Area  is  well 
situated  down  away  from  the  water  undertaking,  but  the  Heacham 
River  into  which  it  is  proposed  to  discharge  the  effluent  is  non- 
existent at  the  moment  although  it  would  appear  from  popular 
report  that  when  it  does  it  has  a rapid  flow. 

Houghton. 

Population  160. 

Number  of  Houses  49. 

A small  model  village.  The  Sewerage  Scheme  suggested  seems 
perfectly  adequate,  situated  well  away  from  the  village — disposal 
by  land. 

Shernbourne. 

Population  150. 

Number  of  Houses  34. 

A picturesque  village.  The  Disposal  Works  situated  well  away 
from  the  village — effluent  discharged  into  the  River  Ingle — 
satisfactory. 

Stanhoe  and  Barwick. 

Population  400. 

Number  of  Houses  94. 

This  scheme  should  in  actual  fact  cover  the  sewering  of  the 
two  villages  but  it  seems  to  be  a comprehensive  scheme  of  the 
village  of  Stanhoe.  The  Disposal  Works  are  situated  well  away 
from  the  village  and  discharged  by  land  drainage. 
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